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T. F. Torrance: 
Reflections of a parish minister
David J Randall
I	 am	 very	 happy	 to	 have	 the	 opportunity	 of	 representing	 parish	





Similarly,	 Alister	 McGrath	 introduced	 his	 T. F. Torrance: An 














from	 parish	 ministry	 in	 the	 assurance	 that	 retirement	 isn’t	 simply	
being	put	out	to	grass.
Before	 I	 come	 to	 more	 personal	 reminiscence,	 there	 is	 one	
other	paragraph	 I	would	mention,	quoted	by	Alister	McGrath	as	an	










as	 long	 as	 I	 can	 recall	my	 religious	 outlook	was	 essentially	




books	of	 the	New	Testament	 (the	Epistle	 to	 the	Romans,	 for	
example)	encouraged	us	children	to	memorise	many	passages	
of	 the	 Holy	 Scriptures	 which	 I	 greatly	 appreciated	 later	 in	

















than	when	I	was	a	student	 in	 the	 lecture-room!	Here	 is	 thought-out	










years	–	but	 it	 is,	 in	my	view,	 the	exposition	and	application	of	 this	
















Fellowship	meetings	 and	 activities.	My	 father	was	 therefore	 rather	























That	 incident,	 I	 think,	 speaks	 of	TF’s	 continuing	 interest	 in	 his	














There	 are	 too	 many	 people	 in	 the	 Church	 who	 are	 only	




be	 content	with	 a	 bare	 religion	with	 only	 a	 creator	 for	 their	
God?	Why	is	it	that	so	many	people	in	modern	times	are	apt	to	
be	unitarian,	whether	in	explicit	faith	or	in	virtual	practice?	It	
is	because	in	Jesus	Christ,	God comes too near them	–	and	they	
only	want	a	God	that	is	far-off	and	distant.	It	would	spoil	their	
selfish	enjoyment;	 it	would	mean	a	radical	alteration	 in	 their	
way	of	life;	it	would	cost	too	much;	hurt	too	much,	to	have	a	
God	so	close	 to	 them	that	he	had	come	down	into	 the	world	
and	become	man.2	
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encounter	 the	 same	 difficulty	 later	 in	 his	ministry,	 and	would	 later	
use	his	experiences	to	illustrate	the	radical	nature	of	the	doctrine	of	
justification	to	his	students	at	New	College’.4	
McGrath	 writes	 about	 the	 period	 when	 TF	 was	 balancing	 the	
claims	of	parish	ministry	and	a	 return	 to	academia;	he	believed	his	
basic	calling	was	‘to	be	a	theologian	who	could	support	the	missionary	














I	 think	 it	 was	 JB	 whom	 I	 remember	 once	 stopping	 to	 refer	 to	










How	 glibly	 and	 dispassionately	we	 can	 talk	 about	 God	 and	














Among	other	papers	I	found	was	this	–	Urgent Call to the Kirk.	
I	can’t	find	the	date	but	I	remember	it	as	a	paper	circulated	by	four	


















a	way	 that	his	 students	heard	 the	 living	and	dynamic	Word	of	God	
for	themselves.	Not	surprisingly	many	of	them	were	converted	in	his	

















favour	 the	work	of	your	 evangelists,	 that	multitudes	may	be	
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